
 

GRANTLEY, SAWLEY, SKELDING & EAVESTONE PARISH COUNCIL 
INCLUDING THE VILLAGE OF RISPLITH 

Clerk: David Taylor, 
c/o Thornfield, 57 Whitcliffe Lane, Ripon, North Yorkshire., HG4 2LB 

Email: grantleyandsawleypc@yahoo.co.uk 
Telephone: 01765 601693 (answer machine) 

www.grantleyandsawleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

 

 

Page 1 of 10 

Initial : 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting and the Ordinary of the Grantley & Sawley Parish 

Council held on  

30th May 2024 at 7.30pm at Sawley Village Hall. 

 
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

(2024/2025 – 001) Present were Cllr. Martin Kirbitson, Cllr. Mark Smeeden, Cllr. Jim 
Wigginton, Cllr. John Lennon and Cllr. Simon Learoyd. Cllr, Will Parry did not attend. 

(2024/2025 – 002) Also present were David Taylor, Clerk and Cllr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister of 
both North Yorkshire Council. There was 1 member of the public. 

(2024/2025 – 003) Cllr. John Lennon was elected as Chairman of the Parish Council. He 
was nominated by Cllr. Smeeden and seconded by Cllr. Learoyd; the vote was unanimous. 

(2024/2025 – 004) Cllr. Martin Kirbitson was elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish 
Council. He was nominated by Cllr. Lennon and seconded by Cllr. Wigginton, the vote was 
unanimous. 

(2024/2025 – 005) The Chairman, Cllr. Lennon, welcomed those present to the Annual 
Meeting of the Grantley and Sawley Parish Council. He thanked Cllr Kirbitson for his long service 
as Chairman to the Parish Council. 

(2024/2025 – 006) There were no Declarations of Interest received and so no 
dispensations were required.  

(2024/2025 – 007) It was resolved to approve and adopt, without amendment the following 
governance documents. These documents were circulated prior to the meeting and taken as 
read: 

a. Code of Conduct  
b. Code of Conduct (Social Media) 
c. Financial Regulations 
d. Standing Orders 
e. Publication Scheme 
f. Records Management 
g. Financial Risk Management 
h. Risk Assessment 
i. GDPR Statement 

Please note that these documents can be found on the Parish Council website at the web address  
above. 
It was noted by the Clerk that there is a new version of NALC’s Financial Regulations had very 
recently been published. He proposed that they would be circulated prior to the next meeting 
and considered for adoption then. 

(2024/2025 – 008) The Council received the Internal Auditor’s report prior to voting on the 
various AGAR returns below. The report had been circulated to all Council members prior to the 
meeting.  

mailto:grantleyandsawleypc@yahoo.co.uk
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(2024/2025 – 009) It was noted that no VAT had been reclaimed in the last financial year; 
he will do this forthwith. 

(2024/2025 – 010) It was also noted that, Minutes and Agendas had not been posted on the 
Parish Council website in the last. The Clerk told the meeting that this had now been rectified, 
and the requisite documents were now up on the Website. He could not offer a reason for the 
omission. 

(2024/2025 – 011) With reference to the proposed new Financial regulations the Clerk is to 
double check the level of “felicity2 insurance held by the Parish is sufficient for it’s needs. 

(2024/2025 – 012) It was also suggested by Cllr. Smeedon that the Clerk investigate 
available options for accounting software suited to Local Councils. The Clerk will action this for 
the next meeting. 

(2024/2025 – 013) It was resolved to approve and sign the following documents for the 
2023/2024 audit: 

a. Certificate of Exemption of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
2023/2024  

b. Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/2024 (The 
Annual Governance Statement). 

c. Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/2024 (The 
Accounting Statement).  

(2024/2025 – 014) The Chairman closed the Annual Meeting of the Grantley & Sawley 
Parish Council and thanked those present at attending. 

The Village meetings for Grantley, Sawley, Skelding & Eavestone were then held – please see 
separate minute documents. 

Ordinary meeting 

(2024/2025 – 015) It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2024 
having been circulated for consideration beforehand were true and correct records. The 
Chairman signed them accordingly.  

Reports: 

(2024/2025 – 016) The Clerk reported that:- 

1. The Hitchen Groundworks – Vehicle Operators License consultation had been returned 
and that questions asked in the response would be answered at a later stage. 

2. There had been an email concerning a Bereavement Service Survey for Parish and Town 
Councils concerning open and closed Churchyards. in your Parish Council area. He was 
advised to communicate with Mrs. Christine Dent of Butchers Cottage, Lowgate Lane 
HG4 3EL concerning the Churchyard at Sawley. 

3. He reported that HugoFox (who are the platform providers for the Parish Council 
website, now offer the provision of “.gov.uk” Domains and email addresses. He will 
obtain costs prior to the next meeting. 

(2024/2025 – 017) Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-Lister submitted a written report that had been 
circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. This report can be seen at the bottom these at 
“appendix D”. She also reported that she had a community fund that of £10k that she could 
make awards from at her discretion. She invited applications. 
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(2024/2025 – 018) The metal roadworks signs that were left on the side of road by the 
roadworks crew had been placed in safety by Cllr. Kirbitson. He will notify Area 6 and ask they 
are collected. 
(2024/2025 – 019) The Clerk reported that he had had a meeting with James Carter at 
DTMS concerning painting the play equipment and re-furbishing the picnic benches at Grantley 
Play area. The quotations of the work had been circulated prior to the meeting and the it was 
resolved to proceed with the work as quoted. 
(2024/2025 – 020) It was reported by Cllr. Lennon that at his meeting with members of 
the Skell Valley Project team at Grantley bus shelter, they confirmed that they are prepared to:- 

a. Repair and repaint the guttering and downpipes, 
b. Attend to any roofing slates, as required, 

c. Repair and repaint the sofit boards, 

d. Carry out regular maintenance to the building. 

The Clerk shall draft an article regarding this and post it on the Parish Council website. 

Correspondence received: 

(2024/2025 – 021) Email - NYC Standards Bulletin - Noted 
(2024/2025 – 022) Email - Notification of Commencement of the Call for Sites – Noted:- the 
Clerk to request that the Parish Council be kept up to date. 
Other Business:  

(2024/2025 – 023) Two residents of Sawley have complained about the ongoing issue of 
dog fouling on Sawley village green. It was noted that the new, large bin, is multi-functional (it 
is for dog mess as well as general litter). 
It was resolved that there should be more signs put up around the village green. Cllr Smeedon 
shall investigate the design, contents and cost of the signs and the costs of putting them of 
posts around the village green. They should only be placed within the 30mph speed limit area. 
(2024/2025 – 024) The meeting was told that the Clerk is organising a meeting and tour of 
the Sawley area with Cllr Kirbitson, himself and a member of the Area 6 highways team. The 
meeting will focus on the condition of roads in the Parish and how and when this can be 
addressed. Specific areas to be highlighted will be:- 

a. Sawley Moor Lane,  
b. Lowgate Lane,  
c. the road through Sawley,  
d. the road through Horsley Gates,  
e. the road past the Grantley telephone kiosk,  
f. the Grantley to Skelding lane, 
g. the road into Grantley from Grantley Hall Hotel service entrance past the new road 

surface, 
h. the road between High and Low Grantley, 
i. the Grantley to Kirkby Malzeard road. 

Also to seek clarification regarding the temporary traffic lights at Yeomans Well, Risplith. 

(2024/2025 – 025) The meeting heard that the Parish Council’s responsibility to Grantley 
playing field is limited to cutting the grass, maintaining the play equipment and the surface of 
the ground it is installed on. The trees on the playing field are the responsibility of the Village 
Hall Trust. These trees are now protected by TPOs. Cllr. Lennon will speak with Mr. Mike Lumb 
(of the Village Hall Trust) on the matter. 
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(2024/2025 – 026) The plan submitted by the Skell Valley Project concerning the pond 
maintenance / wetland creation work at Picking Gill was greeted positively as a very worthy 
piece of work and very welcome. The Clerk shall respond in those terms.  

(2024/2025 – 027) There were discussions concerning what to do with the Grantley 
telephone kiosk. No firm decisions were made although it was resolved that  

a. the Clerk shall email Martin Soley and seek his ideas. 
a. Councillors shall give it further consideration and report back to the next meeting. 
b. A plan shall be drawn up to refurbish the outside of the kiosk and Councillors shall 

consider this for the next meeting. 
Financial Matters: 

(2024/2025 – 028) It was resolved that the Clerk, with the assistance from Cllr Kirbitson shall 
amend both the Co-Operative bank and the Cambridge Building Society mandate in order to 
remove retired councillors and add serving Councillors and give the Clerk access to up to date 
information regarding Parish Room Funds. 
The Clerk shall continue with and finish the information sheet to be posted in the Parish Council 
website. 
(2024/2025 – 029) It was resolved to approve for payment the accounts listed on 
“Appendix A”, below.  
(2024/2025 – 030) A bank reconciliation (including all payments up to and over £100.00) to 
the period 30th May 2024 was received and unanimously approved for the Chairman to sign 
accordingly. This appears at “Appendix B”, below. 
(2024/2025 – 031) A Spending v Budget report for the current year to 30th May 2024 was 
received and unanimously approved for the Chairman to sign accordingly.  
(2024/2025 – 032) A bank reconciliation for Sawley Parish Room current account funds to the 
period to 30th May 2024 could not be presented as the required information was not forthcoming. 
(2024/2025 – 033)It was resolved  
Planning Matters: 

(2024/2025 – 034) It was resolved that the Clerk shall write to the Planning Authority 
regarding the Grantley Hall Hotel helicopter landing pad appeal. The letter should seek assurance 
that records would be kept and that these records should be made public. The letter would also 
urge the planning authority should also continue to gather information for the foreseeable future. 
The letter will be circulated to Councillors when sent. 
(2024/2025 – 035) It was also resolved that the Clerk shall publish both the appeal decision 
and the background to the appeal on the Parish Council website. 

Planning notices 

(2024/2025 – 036) Planning Application Decision No ZC24-00347-FUL. Erection of 
general-purpose Agricultural shed etc. The Grange Sawley HG4 3EN. Mr R Watson. Granted, 
subject to conditions. 

(2024/2025 – 037) Planning Application Decision No ZC24-00599-TPO. Works to 1 
no. Oak of Tree Preservation Order No. 13/2016 Oakfield House Sawley HG4 3EG. Mr Green. 
Granted, subject to conditions. 

(2024/2025 – 038) Planning Application Decision ZC24-00516-PNA. Creation of 
wildlife pond excavated etc Land Comprising Field At 421926 468381 Eavestone Mr Sean 
Mayes. Granted, subject to conditions. 

(2024/2025 – 039) Notice of Planning Decision – TPO 30/2024 (HAR)- Provisional - 
Grantley Playing Fields. Provisionally Approval. 
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Planning Applications  
(Planning Application Consultation Notices are returned using 4 options – these are listed below) 

(2024/2025 – 040) Planning Application ZC24-01354-FUL & ZC24-01354-LB. 
Retrospective permission etc. Gowbusk Farm Risplith Ripon HG4 3EY. Mr & Mrs Wild. After 
consideration by the Parish Council, it was resolved to return Option B.  
(2024/2025 – 041) Planning Application ZC24-01072-FUL. Installation of ground-
mounted solar panels. Birka Carr Farm Risplith HG4 3EY. Ms Justine Jones. After consideration 
by the Parish Council, it was resolved to return Option A. 
(2024/2025 – 042) Councillors should send items to be considered at the next meeting of the 
Parish Council to the Clerk no later than 5 days prior to the meeting. 
(2024/2025 – 043) To confirm the date and time of the next meeting as being 15 September, 
the venue is to be confirmed. 
(2024/2025 – 044) The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 
 

 

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, 
David Taylor. 

Signed as a true record by Cllr. John Lennon, Chairman  

 

Date:  

 

 

 

These minutes are in draft form only and will not be classed as officially recorded minutes 
until ratified at the next meeting of the Grantley and Sawley Parish Council. 

 

 

At the Regular Meeting of the Grantley and Sawley Parish Council held on 18th July it was resolved by 
unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a 
true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and 
can be viewed by prior appointment. 

Clerk : David Taylor. 57 Whitcliffe Lane, Ripon, HG4 2LB. 01765 601693 

 

 

When returning a standard form Parish Council Notification consultation decision there are 
four options that the Council can return. These are:- 

Option A – The Parish Council has no objections. 
Option B – The Parish Council objects on the planning grounds set out overleaf. 
Option C – The Parish Council does not object to or support the application but wishes to 

make comments or seek safeguards set out overleaf. 
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Option D - The Parish Council supports the application. 

 

 

 
 
Appendix “A” – Schedule of accounts approved for payment. 
 

a. Stationary - 04.2024 

b. Clerk Salary Apr 2024 

c. StOfEx Apr 2024 

d. Clerk Salary Mar 2024 

e. Clerk PAYE - Mar 24 

f. Admin - Mar 24 

g. StOfEx Mar 24 

h. Room hire 

i. Training 

j. Training 
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Appendix “B” –  
 

Bank Reconciliation as at 30.05.2024. Including all payments (up to and over 
£100.00) 

 
NB: Not including Parish Room Funds    

 

HSBC a/c ********16 £8109.9  
 

HSBC a/c ********08 £8049.14  
 

     £             £  16,159.04   £               16,159.04   

Less Unpresented Cheques SCD "1"  £                  £   934.80     

Sub Total     £    14,972.24   

Cash Book at 18th January 2024  

HSBC a/c ********16    £                 2,403.36   
 

HSBC a/c ********08    £                 8,049.14   
 

Sub Total     £               10,452.50   £               10,452.50   

Add reciepts  SCD "2"  £                 6,950.00   
 

     £               17,402.50   £               17,402.50   

Subtract payments  SCD "3"  £                 1,243.46     

     £               16,159.04   £               16,159.04   

Less Unpresented Cheques SCD "1"  £                 1,186.80   
 

Current State    £               14,972.24   £    14,972.24   

 SCD "1"     

N/A Oaks Landscaping Grasscutting  £                     540.00   
N/A DTMS Caretaker Duties  £                     346.80   
N/A Yorks Accounts Ripon Payroll Admin  £                       48.00   

N/A 
Elkerlodge 
Bookkeeping Internal Audit  £                     252.00   

   Total Shed 1  £                 1,186.80   

 SCD "2"     
 

09.04.2024 North Yorks Council Picking Gill Rent  £                     550.00   
 

30.04.2024 North Yorks Council 1st Precept.  £                 6,400.00   
 

   Total Shed 2  £                 6,950.00   
 

 SCD "3"     
 

22.05.2024 HSBC Bank Charges  £                          5.00   
 

29.04.2024 DN Taylor Stationary - 04.2024  £                       13.45   
 

29.04.2024 DN Taylor Clerk Salary Apr 2024  £                     551.37   
 

29.04.2024 DN Taylor StOfEx Apr 2024  £                       25.58   
 

22.04.2024 HSBC Bank Charges  £                          5.00   
 

29.03.2024 DN Taylor Clerk Salary Mar 2024  £                     536.97   
 

29.03.2024 HMRC Clerk PAYE - Mar 24  £                       14.40   
 

26.03.2024 DN Taylor Admin - Mar 24  £                       16.19   
 

26.03.2024 DN Taylor StOfEx Mar 24  £                       25.23   
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26.03.2024 Grantley Village Hall Room hire  £                       22.50   
 

26.03.2024 NALC Training  £                          9.76   
 

26.03.2024 NALC Training  £                       13.01   
 

26.03.2024 HSBC Bank Charges  £                          5.00   
 

  Total Shed 3  £                 1,243.46   
 

     
 

 

 
Appendix “C” – Schedule of Forthcoming Meetings of Grantley & Sawley 
Parish Council: 
 

Thursday 30th May 2024  Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, 

Annual Parish Meetings and Ordinary 

Meeting - venue Sawley Village Hall  

Thursday 18th July 2024  Ordinary Meeting - venue Sawley / 

Grantley Village Hall. 

Thursday 19th September 2024  Ordinary Meeting - venue Sawley Village 

Hall / Grantley Village Hall. 

Thursday 21st November 2024 Ordinary Meeting - venue Sawley / 

Grantley Village Hall. 

Thursday 16th January 2025  Ordinary Meeting - venue Sawley Village 

Hall. 

Thursday 13th March 2025  Ordinary Meeting - venue Sawley / 

Grantley Village Hall. 

• Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of alternate months – January 

onwards. 

• There will be six meetings per year unless more are required when 
extraordinary meetings may be called. These will be publicised on the Parish 
Council Website and the usual local noticeboards. 

• Please check notice boards and the Parish Council website for changes to 

dates, times & venues. 

• Where held, Parish Meetings will be held in succession before the Annual 

Meeting of the Parish Council and will commence at 7.30pm. 
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Appendix “D” – Report from Councillor Felicity Cunliffe-Lister 
 

Cllr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister Parish Report 
Grantley & Sawley May 24 

Transport/Highways  
At the Full Council meeting on 15th May I asked Cllr Keane Duncan for an update on the status of the zigzag lines 
outside Fountains School and the design/costings of the 20mph scheme for Grantley. We ran out of time at the 
meeting for a verbal answer but I was assured of a written one, which I am still chasing for.  
The issue regarding parking on the verge at Risplith, in an area that has is being used as a layby, has been raised 
with me again. Highways previously inspected it and advised there was no further action to take, but part of the 
verge now has a section of tarmac so I have asked them to review this again in terms of what the status is of this 
section of verge.  
Regarding the closure of Sawley Moor Lane, is this now open? If this was a closure by a utility company, there 
might be an issue with regard to the lack of notice which I can help raise.  
Community Partnership (Ripon)  
Led by Ripon Together, a successful application has been made for a pilot fund under UK Share Prosperity funding 
to cover the costs of helping the Steering Committee to determine the role of the Partnership, engage with other 
bodies not currently involved in the project, explain the role to the general public, analyse which issues the body 
should address, and identify the works required to give effect to the Ripon Neighbourhood Plan. Once this exercise 
is complete, we can establish how the rural parishes will be consulted, represented or involved.  
Connectivity  
I have been in contact again with Robert Ling at NYC for an update on the broadband Gigabit provision (the next 
phase after Phase 4). Robert’s response on 30th April was :  

BDUK are indicating that they have a preferred supplier, there is no announcement at the moment as 
they are undertaking due diligence before they award. Assuming all goes ok with the due diligence then I 
would expect an announcement with some indications of the premises to be covered and a timescale. At 
this point we should hopefully be in a better position to discuss the hard to reach areas and follow the 
government approach to solutions.  
We are in an awkward position at the moment that until the actual announcement we lack any 
information which would bring the clarity we all require. As soon as I hear differently I can drop you a 
line.  
I will let you know as soon as I hear any further on this.  
Council Meeting & Executive Decisions  
The full council meeting was held in February and the budget approved. The LibDems motion to prevent the 
central government additional funding of £6.2M being used to shore up reserves and to be used for delivering 
services was not supported. The motion also passed on the benefit of this support in way of reducing the Council 
Tax increase but this was not supported either. As a result Council Tax will increase by 4.99% across the county – 
but in Harrogate less so as rates were already higher than other districts (so current rate of £1783 will increase to 
£1847).  
At the full Council Meeting held on 15th May, I raised a specific question about capacity within the Highways 
department, vacancy rates and any other issues that might relate to the reason why there are current issues – I am 
waiting for a written response. I also suggested that the Executive might consider holding public meetings when 
they are visiting the ACC Councillor groups (in my case I think usually held in Skipton) to enable the public to ask 
direct questions of them and raise engagement levels. I have had a response to this and the indication is that the 
Executive plan to have six meetings within the region over the course of a year, which will include a public session. 
Permitting on-line questions at Full Council Meetings is also to be considered.  
Destination Management Plan  
I await the draft and will report on this when it has reached me, this has been delayed again and is not due for sign 
off until the summer.  
Locality Budget  
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The good news is that the proposed cut to the LB from £10K to £5K has not come to pass. This is now available to 
support the community again, for the new financial year.  
Planning  
I have been assisting a resident with an issue with the removal of shipping containers which planning have advised 
me is now resolved along with approved works to an oak tree.  
I have seen your comments on the application for a Goods Vehicle licence.  
Home to School Transport The Council’s consultation on proposed changes to the Council’s Home to School Travel 
Policy has now closed. The proposal in the budget is that school transport is limited to the nearest school, rather 
than choice if school, within catchment. If parents want to send their children to a school within catchment which 
is not the closest they will have to pay for the cost of transport.  
Funding for Community Transport Schemes  
Good news on this front, following an Executive meeting where the funding was reviewed and the following 
proposals approved :  
4.1 Engagement took place with all providers using questionnaires and discussions to understand the challenges 
being faced and inform future proposals.  
4.2 The main issues reported with the current funding formula are:  
• Funding formula has not been reviewed for several years.  
• No inflationary increase has been applied for several years.  
• The threshold of 4,000 journeys to receive additional support towards organisation  
costs is no longer appropriate.  
• Schemes advised it would not be viable to continue should existing reimbursement  
rates be applied to post pandemic travel patterns.  
4.3 In order to provide financial stability for our community transport operators and encourage  
growth and the start-up of new schemes it is proposed to revise reimbursement as follows:  
• End use of pre-covid data & reimburse using actual trip data from 01 April 2024  
• End organisational payments and tiered rates for volunteer car schemes and  
consolidate into a flat rate of £3.00 per journey  
• Increase Dial-a-Ride reimbursement to £1.24 which aligns this with the average  
Concessionary Travel journey reimbursement rate made for bus operators.  
4.4 Funding will change as shown below with an overall uplift of 9%. This maintains support at similar levels to 
now for scheme operators and reflects the fact that there has been no inflation increase applied in recent years.  
Cllr Felicity Cunliffe-Lister  
Cllr.felicity.cunliffe-lister@northyorks.gov.uk  
07592 114800 


