GRANTLEY, SAWLEY, SKELDING & EAVESTONE PARISH COUNCIL
INCLUDING THE VILLAGE OF RISPLITH
Clerk: Martyn Miller
Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, Ripon, North Yorkshire., HG4 3NT
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Telephone: 07729696302
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 17th July 2025 at 7:30pm Grantley Village Hall

(2025-26 – 037) Present were Cllr. John Lennon (Chair), Cllr. Mark Smeeden (Vice-Chair) and Cllr. Jim Wigginton.
(2025-26 – 038) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk, NYC Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister (attended for item 5.1) and 4 members of the public.
(2025-26 – 039) Apologies were received from Cllr. Anthea Walsh and Cllr. Simon Learoyd.
(2025-26 – 040) No Declarations of Interest were received and consequently no dispensations were required.
(2025-26 – 041) It was Resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 22nd May 2025 and the Parish Annual General Meeting held on 3rd July 2025, having been circulated for consideration beforehand, were agreed and considered to be a true record and duly signed by the Chair.
Reports:
(2025-26 – 042) NYC report - A written report of NYC issues from Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-Lister had been circulated and she provided a verbal résumé of the key issues.
(2025-26 – 043) Clerk’s Report - The Clerk had circulated a written report covering the current position with the handover arrangements and key recommendations from the 2024/25 Internal Audit report. The Clerk provided a verbal résumé of the key points. It was Resolved that the Clerk would request an update from David Taylor in respect of bank/building society mandates for the Sawley Parish Fund. It was also Resolved that the Clerk would familiarise himself with the Scribe accounting system and costs and report back to the next meeting.
(2025-26 – 044) Chair’s report – a written report from the Chair had been circulated. The Chair highlighted key issues from the report including the following: an update on VAS installation at Sawley – it was Resolved that the Chair would seek further clarification from NYC on exactly why a lamppost could not be used to mount a VAS. The Chair will ask Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister to talk again with NYC Highways regarding the sighting of the Sawley VAS on a lamppost. 
It was also Resolved the Chair would also apply to the Locality Budget fund to assist with the cost of VAS for Grantley.
Two separate agenda items were also discussed, priorities for the Clerk  and a review of expenditure.
 
Consideration was given to the following correspondence:
(2025-26 – 045) Information from NALC & YLCA in respect of “.gov.uk” domain name and email addresses. It was Resolved that the Parish Council would not adopt .gov.uk until it became compulsory due to set up and ongoing costs.

Matters requested by Councillors:
(2025-26 – 046) To consider and agree order of priorities for the Clerk – It was Resolved for the Clerk to complete the priorities as listed in the Chairs report.
(2025-26 – 047) Playground inspection – It was Resolved to consider the current provision provided by DTMS and obtain quotations from other contractors for comparison.
(2025-26 – 048) Tree survey – none of the recommendations in the survey were considered urgent and it was Resolved to obtain quotations for discussion to determine any works required this Autumn.

Ongoing issues:
(2025-26 – 049) To consider the recruitment for the councillor vacancy at Sawley – Prior to the meeting a prospective candidate Jacky Staniforth provided a résumé of her skills, experience and reasons for wishing to join the Council. This was considered and it was Resolved to co-opt Jacky Staniforth to the vacancy. 
(2025-26 – 050) Commuted sums – Cllr. Wigginton requested further time to investigate flexibility of sites where monies could be spent. It was Resolved to defer this item to the next meeting.
(2025-26 – 051) Sawley Parish Room Fund – Cllr. Wigginton had circulated a comprehensive report together with additional documents to both compliment the report and back up the conclusions and recommendations. Cllr. Wigginton gave a verbal résumé on the key points of the report. The Chair, on behalf of all present, thanked Cllr. Wigginton for the quality and comprehensiveness of the report which helped everyone’s understanding of the funds history and current issues. It was Resolved to seek advice from YLCA as the next step, prior to reaching any conclusions.

Financial matters:
(2025-26 – 052) Accounts for approval – The Clerk apologised for the high number of invoices to sign off and explained that these had been provided by his predecessor and none had been entered onto the Parish Councils accounting system.
All the accounts listed corresponded with the bank statements, and all were Approved for payment. 
The amount of the invoices totalled: £10,447.90
(2025-26 – 053) To review the Parish Council funds in relation to 2025/26 budget – it was Resolved that the Clerk and Chair would work together to revise the current budget against current bank balances:
Current account £1,686.10
Savings account £6,734.72
       Total funds £8,420.82

Planning:
(2025-26 – 054) Decision no. HGTZC25/01089/FUL
Recladding/re sheeting & installing solar panels to agri shed at Neresforde, Broadfield Lane, Skelding, HG4 3PP.
To grant planning permission subject to conditions
This item was Noted by the Parish Council.

To receive agenda items for the next meeting:
(2025-26 – 055) Cllr. Smeeden advised that he would provide information to the next meeting in respect of land at Boutin Hill, its potential liability and opportunities.
(2025-26 – 056) Cllr. Lennon requested signage on the approach to the bridge at the main entrance to Grantley Hall be looked at by Highways in light of the recent collision.
(2025-26 – 057) The date and time of the next meeting: 7:30p.m. 18th September 2025 at Sawley Village Hall.
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