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Parish Council Precept 2025/6  

In March, North Yorkshire Council (NYC) will notify residents of council tax and Parish Council 
precept charges for the coming financial year (1st April 2025 - 31st March 2026).  

The precept is the budget used by the Parish Council to fund its expenditure on maintaining 
and improving the infrastructure and amenities across the villages of Grantley, Sawley, 
Risplith, Skelding and Eavestone; together a community of approximately 250 dwellings and 
600 residents.  

The precept pays for cutting the grass and maintaining our green spaces and nature reserve, 
monthly inspection and maintenance of play equipment, maintaining the trees around 
Sawley village green & Bountain Hill, along with funding the defibrillators in Grantley and 
Sawley. The refurbishment and conversion of the Grantley phone box to a book exchange, 
repairing the Grantley village sign and our stone walls after damage by motorists are all costs 
which are met by the Parish Council precept.  

Over recent years the Parish Council took a policy decision to meet some of the outgoings 
from reserves and use them to bridge the gap between income and expenditure. Our reserves 
have declined at a rate of approximately £1200.00 per year since 2019. This would not be 
sustainable were it to continue indefinitely.  

The Parish Council has been in discussion with North Yorkshire Council about incidents of 
speeding through both Grantley and Sawley. We were extremely concerned when a pupil at 
Fountains School was hit by a car in June 2023. More recently, a traffic speed survey 
conducted in February showed that 200 vehicles pass through Sawley per day at speeds in 
excess of 37mph. In 2025 we hope to encourage motorists to observe the prevailing limits by 
introducing speed indicator signs. Whilst we have secured a modest funding contribution, the 
majority of the cost will have to be met from the precept. 

 In the face of rising costs and a commitment to improve the quality of life for our community, 
the Parish Council has requested a precept of £19,500 for 2025/6, an increase of £6,700.00 
on 2024/5. For a typical band D household, this represents an increase of £21.93 for the year, 
or 42p per week.  

I would encourage anyone who would like to know more about the workings of the Parish 
Council to come along to Parish Council meetings which are run every 2 months, rotating 
between Sawley and Grantley Village Halls. Further details, together with copies of meeting 
minutes are available to view on the Parish Council website; 
https://www.grantleyandsawleyparishcouncil.org.uk/community/grantley-and-sawley 

Cllr John Lennon 

Chair 
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